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Kids Corner

BACK TO SCHOOL!!

Olive was super excited because she was going to be starting
primary school in the morning. To celebrate her transition to primary
school, Mom bought Olive a new lunch box, it was bright orange



with balloons on it. Olive couldn’t wait to go to school and use her
brand-new lunch box.

Early the next morning before anyone was awake in the house, Olive
woke up and got ready to school. Olive reached school happily. Her
place was close to the window in the new classroom. In the desk
next to her was a girl called April. Olive smiled at April and
whispered “Hello” but April did not even smile back instead she
poked her tongue out at Olive. Olive was a little surprised by what
April had done because her Mom had always told her it was very
bad manners to poke your tongue out at people. So, Olive tried to
say hello to April again, but this time she offered her hand. April
took her hand and squeezed it really hard, she squeezed it so hard
that Olive’s eyes welled up and two giant tears rolled down her
cheeks.

Suddenly school was not fun anymore, Olive felt all alone, and her
hand hurt where April had squeezed it. It was only her first day of
school and already Olive just wanted to go home soon. Olive didn’t
know what to do, she really wanted to be friends with April, but she
was not being nice.

During playtime, Olive eagerly went to the playground with her
class. April was already there, and she said to Olive, “You cannot
come in here” Olive asked, “Why not?” and April said, “because I
said so!” Olive was very unhappy. April and few other girls together
were playing happily and did not allow Olive to join with them in
their game. All the excitement and joy of being in school was
evaporating and Olive felt like she did not belong.

At home, that evening Mom and Daddy had made Olive’s
favorite dinner to celebrate her first day in Primary school. Daddy
asked, “Olive is everything alright?” Olive began to talk about her
first day at school and when she got to the part where April poked
her tongue out and then how she squeezed her hand hard, tears started
to fall down Olive’s cheeks.

Daddy pulled Olive close and said to her, “So, you’ve had a hard
day at school?” Olive just nodded her head miserably. Daddy said
to Olive that there are two ways we can help you to deal with this



issue; firstly, Mom and I could come with you to school tomorrow
and speak with your class teacher, or we could show you what you
can do if April or anybody does something like this again. Daddy
said “Olive when somebody does or says something you do not like
you must say to them in a firm voice, “Stop it! I don’t like what you
are doing” then, you must walk away”. Sometimes, you may meet
people like April who behave in inappropriate ways and hurt you,
if this should happen to you, please talk to your parents, or let
somebody you trust know about it.

Prayer : Dear Lord, help me to be bold when people bully me or
hurt me. I should also not hurt or bully others in school or anywhere.
I am sorry Lord for saying bad words. Help me to speak only good
words that makes you happy. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Verse to memorise : Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let
everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be
an encouragement to those who hear them. - Ephesians 4:29
ps Amen
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