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Kids Corner

The Lazy Soldier
Once upon a time lived a soldier named Benny. Benny held the rank
of sergeant in the country of Zeal’s army. Sergeant Benny was a very
hard worker. He saw that his rifle was properly taken care of, his uniform
clean, and that all orders were followed. The people of Zeal slept
peacefully knowing that Sergeant Benny was on the job.

One day, the top official of the country of Zeal's army noticed

what an outstanding job Sergeant Benny was doing. He spoke with some
of the other officials, and they decided to send Benny to the island of
Lackadaisical.
You see the soldiers on the island of Lackadaisical were not very hard
workers. The island wasn't very safe. Rumor had it that this island would
be the first place attacked, when a war broke out. Benny would be a big
help to make the island safe.

Benny gladly accepted his new orders. When he arrived on the
island of he couldn't believe his eyes. The other soldiers' uniforms were



-

very dirty, their rifles were covered with dirt and grim, their shoes needed
to be shined, and most of them were lying in the shade drinking lemon-
ade. Benny shouted, "What kind of soldiers are you?"

The other soldiers laughed and said to Benny, "Lighten up! If you
got a problem, you should go see the top official of the island."
Benny marched right over to the official's house and asked to speak with
him. The top official's name was Mr. Apathetic. Benny noticed that Mr.
Apathetic was in worse shape than the soldiers. Neither the top official
nor any soldier listened to Benny.

This went on for days and days. After a month of this, Benny
began to think that maybe he had also been working just a little bit too
hard. The island was beautiful and had many nice places to swim. He
decided to take the afternoon leave and go swimming. After swimming,
he was very hungry and ate a big lunch. After eating, he took a long nap.
At first Sergeant Benny felt bad about not doing his work but then it
became his habit. His rifle was caked with mud, he couldn't find his
boots, his shirt was torn, and he needed to comb his hair.

Benny was just getting ready to sleep when the alarm sounded.
The island of Lackadaisical was under attack. Benny jumped and began
to search his rifle. However, he couldn't run very fast because he was so
out of shape. The enemy quickly defeated the soldiers of the island. Not
one of the people of island survived.

We are also in an army—God’s army. As soldiers in God's army, we
need to make sure that we stay in shape, by reading our Bibles, praying,
worshiping our Lord, and helping others. Many things can try to distract
us. We may think its more fun to ride our bikes or play videogames, and
it is not wrong to do those things, but we need to make sure we put God
first. Some people may not understand the importance of prayer, reading
the Bible, or spending time serving the Lord. Don't follow their bad
examples. God wants the best for us and He wants us to stay in shape.
That's an order, little soldier!!

Prayer : Dear Lord, help me to be active in your army. Help me to
read my Bible daily, pray and help others. I should not follow any wrong
examples. Help me to be active, do my homework on time, keep my
uniform and shoes clean. In Jesus’name I pray, amen.

Verse to memorise : The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing;
But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich. - Proverbs 13:4
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